General Psychology 
Valencia College-Winter Park Campus

Course Number: 202320-PSY 2012 
CRN: 22849
Credit Hours: 3

Instructor: Kelley Rogers, Ph.D. Psychology, LPCC 

Site:  Online access to this course (Canvas) is available January 8, 2023
Course dates- Online January 9-April 30, 2023 
Please visit the 2022-2023 Academic Calendar for Important Dates and Deadlines.

Orientation:  assigned online orientation for Connect resources in the Canvas course.
Required: Go to the Canvas course and post an introduction on the Introductions discussion board to document attendance in this course: due by end of week 1 @ 11:59pm EST *see weekly course schedule
Contact Info: Email: Use the email built into Canvas course.  
Phone – 407- 582-6870 (For Emergencies) or krogers18@valenciacollege.edu
Office/Meetings: Scheduled phone appointments only.  Please email the instructor to schedule a phone appointment.  

Required Text: *a textbook with a Connect Code is required for this course.

Text: The Science of Psychology: An Appreciative View (5th ed.) with Connect Access
Author: Laura A. King
Copyright year: 2020
Publisher: McGraw-Hill Education
ISBN: 978-1-264-38320-7
Valencia bookstore @:  https://www.valenciabookstores.com/ or Valencia Bookstore
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Optional:  American Psychological Association. (2019). Publication manual (7th ed.). Washington, DC: Author.  (This text is highly recommended for psychology majors). 
Catalog Course Description: This course is designed to provide students with an overview of theory and research in the major areas of psychology, biological, experimental, developmental, social, cognitive, personality, and clinical. This factual and conceptual foundation in psychology will help students understand behavior and apply psychological principles in a variety of settings and to their own lives.
Instructor Course Description: In this course students will study, Psychology, which is the science of studying human behavior and mental processes. It is my hope that students will not only learn the content of this course but will apply the course knowledge through reflection and integration to gain greater understanding individually and of others. This online Psychology course is essentially an independent interactive study course. This course is designed to reflect Valencia Community College’s learner centered philosophy and is recommended for students who are highly motivated, self-disciplined, and willing to take responsibility for their learning. The primary resource for course material will be the textbook and the internet.  All students are required to have access to the Connect Code, internet, and the Canvas platform as this is an online course. (There are no exceptions.)
Note: This class requires participation in discussions to meet course-learning outcomes. We are a class comprised of individuals. As such, there will be multiple opinions expressed throughout the semester that you may not personally agree with or even understand - as may be expected. My role as an instructor is to facilitate academic discussions that are relevant to the course, credible, open, and respectful without the promotion or endorsement of a single viewpoint. Conversations informed by diverse viewpoints contribute to critical thinking and higher-level learning. Even if you don’t agree, listening to different points of view may give you further insight into your own perspectives. No lesson is intended to espouse, promote, advance, inculcate, compel a particular feeling, perception, viewpoint, or belief in a concept. Concepts as presented are not endorsed by the instructor but are presented as part of the larger course of instruction. Should a student feel uncomfortable with how course content is presented or discussed, please contact the instructor for further conversation. 
Course Objectives: The three major objectives of this course are to: 
1) Gain information and knowledge of basic concepts and understandings of the field of psychology. 
2) Demonstrate ability to apply the knowledge of psychological principles to enhance understanding individually and of others. 
3) Utilize new learning to increase personal and social intelligence, which can lead to increased quality of life, with greater insight and compassion individually and of others.
Course Outcomes:
· (APA 1.1b): Explain why psychology is a science with the primary objectives of describing, understanding, predicting, and controlling behavior and mental processes.
· (APA 1.2a):  Identify key characteristics of major content domains in psychology (e.g., cognition and learning, developmental, biological, and sociocultural).
· (APA 1.1):  Describe key concepts, principles, and overarching themes in psychology. 
· (APA 1.3a): Describe examples of relevant and practical applications of psychological principles to everyday life.
· (APA 2.1): Apply scientific reasoning to psychological phenomena.  
· (APA 2.5c): Describe how individual and sociocultural differences can influence the applicability/ generalizability of research findings.
· (APA 3.1): Apply ethical standards to psychological science and practice.
Methodology:  Assessment methods used in this course include online class discussion board participation, SB readings with assessments, application role play assignments, and a final exam.
Grading: Total Possible Points 1100
680 points: 17 SmartBook Reading and Assessments (40 pts each)
200 points: 5 Discussion Board Assignments (40 pts each)
100 points: 2 Application Based Role Play Assignments (50 pts each)

120 points: Final Exam:  late submissions will not be accepted. *See weekly course schedule
*Students who do not complete the Final Exam will receive an ‘F’’ for the final exam grade.   



Final Course Grading Scale:





90-100 pts    A










80-89 pts      B  




70-79 pts      C





60-69 pts      D





0-59 pts        F

Attendance: Required-Each student is required post an introduction in the Introductions discussion board of the Canvas course to document attendance in the course. If this introduction is not posted by the due date, the student may be withdrawn from the course as a No Show. Based on the college policy, students are expected to attend all classes the student is registered to attend. The student is required to log on a minimum of one day weekly and participate in the scholarly discussions/assignments/tests/exams with the instructor and other learners on the discussion board under the appropriate week.  Students are required to respond to the questions, discussions, tests/exams, and tasks assigned each week.  No Credit will be given for late postings, assignments, or test/exam submissions.  All Discussion Board postings/assignments/exams) must be completed by the due date in order to receive credit. (see weekly course schedule). 
Withdrawal Policy: Per Valencia policy a student who withdraws from class before the established deadline for a particular term will receive a grade of “W. A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline. A faculty member will withdraw a student up to the withdrawal deadline for violation of the class attendance policy. A student who is withdrawn by faculty for violation of the class attendance policy will receive a grade of “W”. After the withdrawal deadline, faculty will not withdraw a student and the student will receive the grade earned at the end of the course. Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of “F.” If a student does not intend to complete the course, the student must withdraw prior to the withdrawal date. Please visit the 2022-2023 Academic Calendar for Important Dates and Deadlines.


Learning Support Services (LSS) provides students with academic support through distance tutoring, on-campus tutoring at the campuses, writing consultations, library services, and academic support resources and programs. Tutoring is offered in most academic disciplines including math, science, English for academic purposes (EAP), and writing assistance for any course. Assistance with library research can be accessed by contacting the librarian, or online through Atlas or through the tutoring LibGuide. For more information on how to access tutoring and library research assistance, please visit the college-wide Learning Support Services LibGuide. For NSE students: to learn more about the CARE+ program, please visit the CARE+ LibGuide. Be sure to follow LSS at Winter Park through social media channels on Instagram (@valenciawplearningsupport) and Twitter (@valenciawplearningsupport) for the latest news.

Please note: Brainfuse provides 24/7 online tutoring and is a learning hub available to all of Valencia’s students, however, there are hourly service usage limits. This service is best used as a back-up to Valencia’s Distance Tutoring service, not as a replacement. Brainfuse is accessible through Canvas or by visiting the Brainfuse website.

Valencia Community College Policies:
Students with Disabilities: Valencia is committed to ensuring that all of its programs and services are accessible to students with disabilities. The Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) determines reasonable and appropriate accommodations for qualified students with documented disabilities based upon the need and impact of the specific disability. Any student requiring course accommodations due to physical, emotional or learning disability must contact the instructor and provide a Notification to Instructor form by the end of the second week of class. To obtain a letter of accommodation, contact OSD at 407-582-2229.

Student Conduct: Valencia is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning but also to the development of responsible personal and social conduct. As a registered student, the student assumes the responsibility for conducting oneself in a manner that contributes positively to Valencia’s learning community and that does not impair, interfere with, or obstruct the orderly conduct, processes, and functions of the college as described in the Student Code of Conduct. It is important to be aware of your behavior and communication in an online learning environment to ensure positive interactions with your instructor and peers. This requires students to follow some guidelines for behaviors. For guidelines on how to interact with your instructor and peers in an online learning environment, read through Our Practice of Respect and Community Building from Valencia's Peace & Justice Institute.
Academic Integrity:  All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia College. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, acts or attempted acts of plagiarism, cheating, furnishing false information, forgery, alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing situation, facilitating academic dishonesty, and misuse of identification with intent to defraud or deceive. All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of the students' individual thoughts, research, and self-expression. Whenever a student uses ideas, wording, or organization from another source, the source shall be appropriately acknowledged. If a student is caught submitting plagiarized work a first offense will result in a zero score on the assignment, a second offense will result a class grade of F. 
This course seeks to reinforce the following Valencia Student Competencies:

· Think clearly, critically and creatively by analyzing, synthesizing, integrating and evaluating knowledge.

· Evaluate your own and others’ values from individual, cultural and global perspectives.

· Communicate by reading, listening, writing and speaking effectively.

· Act purposefully, reflectively and responsibly by implementing effective problem solving and decision-making strategies.

· Understand and use quantitative information.

· Develop CLAST Competencies (Reading, Essay, English Language and Logical Reasoning Skills).
ASSIGNMENTS

The specific due dates for assignments are specified in the Announcements and Syllabus section in the Canvas course and are available beginning 24 hours before the course start date (see weekly course schedule). All assignments must be TOTALLY complete to be graded.  There will be no partial credit or extra credit given in this course. Assignments may be submitted early. Students are required to turn in course assignments by 11:59pm EST on the due date. There are no make-ups for any missed course assignments and exams. Once the deadline has passed the student receives a zero for that assignment/exam.

Course Requirements and Assignments: 

1. Required: Initially go to the Canvas Discussion Board under the Modules tab and respond to the introduction discussion assignment. Introduce yourself by including a brief statement covering the main personal, academic, and professional aspects you would like to share. This is a required post for taking attendance in the course and preventing removal from the course as a No Show: due by the end of week 1 *see weekly course schedule for due date
3. Read this syllabus completely, then explore the online virtual classroom in Canvas to understand the learning environment and accessing Connect. Ask questions by posting under Course Questions on the discussion board, which will benefit other learners who may have the same question.  I will respond to these questions in a timely manner. 

4. Participate in all Weekly Discussions with a minimum of 1 required post per week as follows:  For each week a discussion board question/assignment is assigned, students are required to go to the Discussion Board and open the current weekly Discussion Board for the week. (see Modules and Weekly course schedule) Students are to respond to the assignment by writing 1 substantial participation post (minimum 1 paragraph) to demonstrate understanding of a major concept from the chapter. Students may respond and/ or build on another learner’s post or an instructor post related to the assigned readings.  Students are encouraged to participate more than the minimum of 1 required post to contribute to the dialogue.  Late discussion posts will not be graded.
5. Complete all course assignments by the due dates. (See weekly course schedule in Canvas)

6. Check the Course Announcements and email communications when logging into the course. (minimum 2 times/week for any updates.)
7. Course Research: In addition to the textbook, please utilize the LibGuide resource for helpful information on research, databases, APA, source citing, and understanding plagiarism.  
Helpful Tips for Success in this Course: 
1.  Don't fall behind – Plan ahead! Follow the schedule closely and complete assignments on time or early.  
2.  Share reactions and opinions with sensitivity- the Discussion Board is predominantly focused on the application of the psychological concepts and theories related to the course material.  
3.  Ask questions - If any student is confused or finds a discrepancy in the course, please inform the instructor as soon as possible.  It is the student’s responsibility to communicate to the instructor if there is an issue arising or challenge that arises which interferes in the student’s ability to complete an assignment or participate in the course. Please reach out to me before falling behind in the course. Unless it is a private matter, post all questions directly onto the Canvas course questions discussion thread on the discussion board. Peers may respond as well to these questions. 
4. Name- please include full name on all assignments and on the subject line of emails with the name of the assignment and course CRN.  Please sign emails with your full name.
5.  Communication with Instructor: Post all questions under the course questions discussion thread on the discussion board. Please utilize the course email within the course to communicate with the instructor for private issues only.  If necessary, students may request a phone appointment by emailing the instructor to schedule one. 
Weekly Course Schedule-Assignments & Due Dates
Course assignments are under the Modules tab by week & due by 11:59pm EST on the due date.
Please note students can register to access all assignments for 2 weeks until the textbook arrives. There are no late submissions or extra credit in this course. Early submissions are accepted.
Contact Connect tech support for registration assistance and help with McGraw Hill assignments @  800-331-5094
First Day of Class / Student Registration Resources:

Connect-Canvas Student Registration Deep Integration 


	Date assigned
	General Psychology Assignments-Spring 2023
	Due date

	 Wk 1-
1/9/23
	1. Review the Orientation Module and complete 2 orientation videos (Connect overview, Smartbook 2.0 overview) 

2. Complete DB #1: Required Introduction post for attendance and interact with peers
3. Read SB chapters 1-2 & Complete Assessments (What is Psychology; Scientific Method-due 1/22) 
	   1/15/23

	
	
	

	Wk 2-1/16
	1. Read SB Chapters 1-2 & Complete Assessments (What is Psychology; Scientific Method) 
	1/22

	
	
	

	Wk 3-1/23
	1. Read SB Chapter 3 & Complete Assessments (Biological Foundations) 
2. DB #2 participation (chapters 1-3)
	1/29

	
	
	

	Wk 4-1/30
	1. Read SB Chapter 4 & Complete Assessments (Sensation/Perception) 
	2/5

	
	
	

	Wk 5-2/6
	1. Read SB Chapter 5 & Complete Assessments (States of Consciousness) 
	2/12

	
	
	

	Wk 6-2/13
	1. Read SB Chapters 6 and 7 & Complete Assessments (Learning and Memory)
2. Application Based Role Play Assignment-Observational Learning
	2/19

	
	
	

	Wk 7-2/20
	1. Read SB Chapter 8 & Complete Assessments (Thinking /Intelligence/Language)
2. DB #3 participation (chapters 4-8)
	2/26

	
	
	

	Wk 8-2/27
	*Note the SB assignment this week *chapter 10 is assigned next week.

1. Read SB Chapters 9 and 11 & Complete Assessments (Human Development; Gender/Sex/Sexuality)
	3/5

	
	
	

	Wk 9-3/6
	To be continued below….

1.Read SB Chapter 10 & 12; Complete Assessments (Motivation/Emotion; Personality)
	3/12

	
	
	

	Wk 10-3/13
	SPRING BREAK
	3/19

	
	
	

	Wk 11-3/20
	1. Read SB Chapter 13 & Complete Assessments (Social Psychology)
2. DB #4 participation (chapters 9-13)
	3/26

	
	
	

	Wk 12-3/27
	1. Read SB Chapter 14 & Complete Assessments (Industrial Psychology)
	4/2

	
	
	

	Wk 13-4/3
	1. Read SB Chapter 15 and 16 & Complete Assessments (Psychological Disorders; Therapies)
2. Application Based Role Play Assignment-Reinforcement and Punishment
	4/9

	
	
	

	Wk 14-4/10
	1. Read SB Chapter 17 & Complete Assessments (Health Psychology)
2. DB #5 participation (chapters 14-17)
	4/16

	
	
	

	Wk 15-4/17
	1.Study week. Complete & submit the Final Exam by Friday 4/28. 

   Note: The final exam may be submitted early.

2. DB -Closing Discussion Board- Reflect on your experience in this course-optional. 
	Due Friday

4/28/23
by 11:59pm.

	
	
	

	Wk 16-4/24
	1.Complete and submit Final Exam by Friday 4/28 @ 11:59pm
2. DB -Closing Discussion Board- Reflect on your experience in this course-optional. 


	Due Friday

4/28/23
by 11:59pm.

	
	 
	


Disclaimer Statement: This syllabus is intended to give the student guidance in what may be covered during the semester and will be followed as closely as possible. However, the professor reserves the right to modify, supplement and make changes as the course needs arise.
